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NOTES AND QUEEIES. 
notes. 

Two Lettebs of Governor George Thomas to John Penn. [Penn 
Manuscripts, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

Philad". Nov 1 ". 4 th . 1740. 
D'. Sir 

The Execution of his Majesty's Commands to raise a number of 
Men for the Expedition, the negotiating Bills for the payment of them, 
the providing Victuals & Transports for them, & attending their Disci- 
pline, added to the disputes I have had with the Assembly, have so 
engaged my whole time, that I think I may depend upon your excuse 
for not writing so often, as I should otherwise have done. It has been 
a tryal both of my Constitution & Temper. Whether I have conducted 
myself as I ought to have done, I leave to your Brother to inform 
you, who, by being upon the Spot, was enabled to form a true judg- 
ment both of my Conduct & Intentions. I am accused to the King, & 
Friends in England are to support the Assembly in all that they have 
done & said against me. The loss of the Government is one of the 
least Evils that is to befall me. I am really concerned, Sir, that I 
ever risqued my Character amongst such a low, sordid & hypocritical 
sett of People, & that is all the concern I have upon my Mind. As 
for the loss of the Government, I should esteem it a favour to be dis- 
charged from it; for I see it is neither possible to gain Credit or Money 
by it. As for the latter, I can solemly say, That I have expended above 
£1000 St*, out of my own Fortune since I left England, besides what 
my attendance on L d Baltimore's opposition cost me there. This there- 
fore is principally intended to thank you for the appointment you 
were pleased to make of me, & to desire that you will provide a Succes- 
sor by the next June, unless you shall be willing to release me from my 
agreement made with you in England. The Assembly have Deny'd to 
give me the usual Support, & the Perquisites of the whole Government 
do not exceed Seven Hundred pounds * ann m . at most, from whence it 
may be easily seen, that it must be an Injury to my Family to remain 
longer here. If you think fit however to consent to such a Release, I 
shall be willing to stay the four years out. I am not forgetful of the 
obligation I am under to give you twelve months notice of my intention 
to quit the Government; but I hope you will dispense with that, since 
another may be appointed by the time before mentioned. If I were to 
advise in regard to a future appointment, it should be rather to give 
a Salary to make your Governors independent, than to insist upon 
receiving any part of what they get, & to persuade one of your own 
Family to undertake it; tho even in that case, I can very well foresee, 
as much opposition & discontent, if not more, than even I have met 
with; since my strict & just attachment to your Family is not one 
of the least of my Crimes. Your Enemys, which all pass under the 
name of Friends, are grown wanton with too much liberty & are 
scheming to throw the Government into the King's hands. 

I have given no orders to M p . Dunbar this year & shall wait your 
resolution on the Substance of this Letter. If you consent to my 
leaving the Government at the time mentioned, I shall be thankful for 
the earlyest notice of it you can possibly give me, either by the way 
of Boston or N: York, that I may prepare my self accordingly, by 
removing from this place some short time before I am superseded, that 
I may not be subjected to the Insults of my Enemies here & be put 
under the necessity of returning them in such a manner, as may prove 
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troublesome to me. Let me leave the place when I will, no Man will 
have it in his power to reproach me with Avarice & Injustice, & I beleive 
few Governors have more Friends amongst the best People & those 
that are most truly your Friends. With your Brother in particular I 
have lived in the greatest Harmony. 

I am extreamly concerned, that M r . Paris should suffer for his 
attachment to your Family, & his Friendship for me. It was what I 
foresaw would happen upon the Election of this sett of malitious, hot 
headed Men; but the Country in the end will be the greatest Sufferers 
by it. I wish I had it in my power to make him any amends. I am 
lately inform'd, that M r Charles is joind with M r . Patridge to carry 
on the Complaint against me. If this be true, it will be a good 
evidence to Friends in England of the Intentions of this Assembly, & a 
proof that I am not the only Person struck at. 

This Province is in a very dangerous Situation in case of a French 
War, & I very heartily wish your Interests may neither be affected 
here or in England by the Assemblys refusing to do anything for its 
defence. As they have attacked me & I have been obliged to trace 
the grounds of their dislike [illegible] to my Proposition for Defence; 
but I have not failed mentioning your Instructions to me on this 
head; to shew that all has been done by you, which is usual for the 
King to do, in regard to a Militia. 

As your Brother informs me, That he has wrote to you & his Friends 
in England very fully on all that has passed here, & sent you Copys 
of the Assemblys Proceedings from time to time, & as I am very 
much engaged in preparing my Account to be transmitted to the Navy 
Board by this Ship I must conclude with the sincerest assurance of 
my being with very great regard & Esteem 

D r Sir 

Y r . most ob'. humb u Serv'. 

Geo : Thomas. 

Philad". March 25 th . 1741. 
Dear Sir/ 

It will be unnecessary to tell you how acceptable your Letters were, 
which advised me of the general approbation of my Conduct in the 
affair of the Levies, or that I have a very sensible pleasure in the 
Commendations given to your Brother, for the part he took in it. 
As I had nothing in view but the serving his Majesty & the Nation, 
in a matter of so great Concern to both, I was very sollicitous, that 
some part of your Family should join in shewing the Province in a 
Light, as advantageous, as if it were under the immediate Government 
of the Crown. 

The People, who call themselves Friends here, have been extreamly 
mortified; but our worthy Attorney General has raised their spirits 
again within these two days, by another Rumour of a Probability of a 
Peace & that their Affairs will from thence take another turn in 
England. In short nothing that has happened yet will affect their 
Interest here, & if you do not part with them, they will in the end 
part with you; for they publickly avow their Design to throw the 
Government into the hands of the Crown, & from thence, the more 
Confusion the better, as that is the most probable way of bringing 
it about. I wonder you should take so little notice of their refusing 
to do any thing for the Defence of the Province, considering that your 
Honour, as well as the Kings is at stake; not to say any thing of the 
Danger of this City, in case of a Rupture with France. I owne it is 
far up a River; but Pilots are so easily procured at the Capes, that 
One Privateer of Force, under our present Circumstances, will run no 
risque in attempting it, or I think scarcly fail of succeeding. Our 
Military Spirit runs high indeed at present & I believe two hundred 
are now expert at their Arms, but they will soon grow tired of it, 
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& with out a Law will be like a Rope of Sand. It is a malancholy 
consideration for such as have their All in this Town, & I can dis- 
cover, that they will not submit much longer to it with Patience but 
will apply for a Remedy; which I think it is as much for your 
interest, as theirs, to join in. 

Altho I have gained a Victory, I shall be obliged to quit the Field 
of Battle with precipitation, if no publick Censure from the Ministry 
or Incapacity from the Parliament obliges our present Governors to a 
Submission; and that, or falling in with them, must be the case of all 
your Friends. There are, I confess several of the People called Quakers 
very much in your Interest, but these are the People who most wish 
for such an Incapacity, or at least as much as any others. 

As I have talked to your Brother very fully on my own Affairs, to 
avoid giving you any unnecessary trouble, I refer you to him. I have 
hitherto had some reason to complain of being obliged to support my 
Publick Character at my own Expence & I am so sick of the Hypocrisy, 
Calumny & sordid Disposition of these People, that no Reward should 
tempt me to stay amongst them; but what that would not tempt me to 
do, my regard for you & my long personal Friendship with your Brother 
will, & I will endeavour to content my self to bear any thing rather 
than baulk his Inclinations to see his Friends in England; which his 
Heart seems to be much sett upon. 

I thank you for your Present, & as I am no Miser, have allowed 
many to partake with me in the pleasure. I dene you to send me such 
another if you can. I owne it is easily understood, but I have taken 
great pains to persuade Will: Allen to write Notes upon it, for the 
benefit of such Ladies as are curious & do not understand the Latin 
Names of Places, as well as of some Gentleman. I read a Section of it 
to a certain Lady by a way of Experiment, & I do assure you, she 
listned with great Attention, & when I told her, it was arrant Bawdy, 
she was amazed, & pretended to snatch it out of my hand, to throw it 
into the Fire. May your Voyage to Marryland be prosperous, & your 
trade there be more profitable as well as more pleasant than that for 
Pins & Needles. I am 

Dr. Sir 

yr faithful & affect. humb»« Serv*. 

Geo: Thomas. 

Wooft 'notices. 

The McCarthys in Early American History. By Michael J. 
O'Brien. New York, Dodd, Mead & Co., 1921. 8vo, pp. 323. 

There is no reason why the Irish-blooded Americans, like Americans 
of other races, should not be given a place in the history of this 
eountry. They are, however, themselves to blame if their people have 
been relegated to a place of no importance in American history, for 
among the deficiencies of information connected with their early settlers, 
nothing is more noticeable than the absence of biographies of individual 
Irishmen or their descendants, or genealogies of American families of 
Irish blood. It is unfortunate that the Irish in America have not 
shown greater industry in this respect. 

Mr. O'Brien, who is the historiographer of the American Irish His- 
torical Society, has investigated the early history of the Irish in 
America more thoroughly than any other historian. In the course of 
his researches he has accumulated a mass of information relating to 
the famous Irish family of McCarthy, represented in this country since 
as far back as 1635. He has made use of this material in an exceed- 
ingly valuable book about the McCarthys in Colonial and Revolu- 
tionary times. The book is not strictly a genealogy, only a history of 
a famous family, but no attempt has been made to extend it beyond 
the eighteenth century. An illuminated coat of arms of the Mc- 
Carthys is an attractive illustration in the book. 



